
Mustn’t
P R O H I B I T I O N

Need to
N E C E S S I T Y

Had to

obligation, necessity and advice
M O D A L S

Must
S T R O N G  O B L I G A T I O N S
T H E  S P E A K E R  I M P O S E S
O N  O T H E R S .
T O  T E L L  O N E S E L F  W H A T ’ S
N E C E S S A R Y .
R U L E S  A N D  L A W S .
S T R O N G  A D V I C E .

Have to
O B L I G A T I O N S  I M P O S E D  B Y
S O M E O N E  E L S E  O R
E X T E R N A L  C I R C U M S T A N C E S .

Don’t/doesn’t
have to
A B S E N C E  O F  O B L I G A T I O N

Don’t/doesn’t
need to
A B S E N C E  O F  N E C E S S I T Y

There’s no need to
A B S E N C E  O F  N E C E S S I T Y

Ought to
S A M E  U S E  A S  ‘ S H O U L D ’  B U T
M O R E  F O R M A L .
I T S  N E G A T I V E  F O R M  I S
‘ O U G H T N ’ T  T O ’ .

Had to

wasn’t/weren’t
allowed to

didn’t have to

needed to

didn’t need to do
S O M E T H I N G  W A S N ’ T
N E C E S S A R Y  T O  D O  S O  Y O U
D I D N ’ T  D O  I T .

needn’t have done 
S O M E T H I N G  W A S N ’ T
N E C E S S A R Y  T O  D O  B U T  Y O U
D I D  I T .

There was no need to
A B S E N C E  O F  N E C E S S I T Y

Should
A D V I C E .
M I L D  O B L I G A T I O N S .
T O  S A Y  W H A T  W E  T H I N K
I S  T H E  R I G H T  T H I N G  T O
D O .
I T S  N E G A T I V E  F O R M  I S
‘ S H O U L D N ’ T ’ .

Should have done
T O  S A Y  W H A T  W O U L D
H A V E  B E E N  A  G O O D  I D E A
B U T  D I D N ’ T  H A P P E N / Y O U
D I D N ’ T  D O  I T .
‘ S H O U L D N ’ T  H A V E  D O N E ’
I S  U S E D  T O  S A Y  W H A T
W A S N ’ T  A  G O O D  I D E A
B U T  H A P P E N E D  /  Y O U  D I D
I T .

Ought to have done
S A M E  U S E S  A S  ‘ S H O U L D  H A V E
D O N E ’ .
N O T  V E R Y  U S E D .  

Present /future past


